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AIR QUALITY CONTEXT AND PARTNERSHIPS

The first workshop session was focused primarily on definition of the
actors involved on the air quality and transportation planning pro-
cesses and on establishment of partnerships to develop the required
products. The group's discussion in this area was focused on the lack of
understanding between the air quality community and the transporta-
tion community with regard to the effectiveness of transportation
measures to improve air quality and the lack of common planning
practices and procedures. Important actors in the process were identi-
fied at the federal, state, and regional levels.

Federal

Workshop participants expressed the need for a partnership at the federal
level involving the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal
Transit Administration, and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Many participants expressed frustration that federal agencies involved in
air quality often had conflicting priorities and offered conflicting guidance
to state and regional agencies. The sometimes adversary relationship
between EPA and FHWA was cited. The group also believed that federal
agencies should join the partnership with state and regional agencies.

State

The key entities at the state level were identified as the state depart-
ments of transportation and the state air quality agencies, with gov-
ernors and legislatures also playing important roles. Here again, a
conflict was perceived between the policy guidance from the governor
and state elected officials and the political support for tough air quality
measures. The need for an iterative process between state agencies was
also stressed, particularly with regard to the setting of targets and the
definition of control measures.

Regional

At the regional level, MPOs were identified as the convenor of a
partnership focused on definition and implementation of TCMs and